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the covered employee has established 
chronic beryllium disease. 

OVERPAYMENTS 

§ 30.510 How does OWCP notify an in-
dividual of a payment made on a 
claim? 

(a) In addition to providing narrative 
descriptions to recipients of benefits 
paid or payable, OWCP includes on 
each check a clear indication of the 
reason the payment is being made. For 
payments sent by electronic funds 
transfer, a notification of the date and 
amount of payment appears on the 
statement from the recipient’s finan-
cial institution. 

(b) By these means, OWCP puts the 
recipient on notice that a payment was 
made and the amount of the payment. 
If the amount received differs from the 
amount indicated on the written notice 
or bank statement, the recipient is re-
sponsible for notifying OWCP of the 
difference. Absent affirmative evidence 
to the contrary, the beneficiary will be 
presumed to have received the notice 
of payment, whether mailed or trans-
mitted electronically. 

§ 30.511 What is an ‘‘overpayment’’ for 
purposes of the EEOICPA? 

An ‘‘overpayment’’ is any amount of 
compensation paid under sections 7384s 
or 7384u of the EEOICPA to a recipient 
that constitutes: 

(a) Payment where no amount is pay-
able under this part; or 

(b) Payment in excess of the correct 
amount determined by OWCP. 

§ 30.512 How does OWCP determine 
that a beneficiary owes a debt as 
the result of the creation of an 
overpayment? 

OWCP will notify the beneficiary of 
the existence and amount of any over-
payment, and request the beneficiary 
to voluntarily return the overpaid 
amount or provide OWCP with evidence 
and/or argument contesting the exist-
ence or amount of an overpayment. 
Within 30 days of the issuance of such 
notification, a beneficiary who believes 
that OWCP made a mistake in deter-
mining the fact or amount of an over-
payment may submit written com-
ments and documentation in support of 
his or her position contesting the exist-

ence or amount of such overpayment to 
OWCP. After considering any written 
documentation or argument submitted 
to OWCP within the 30-day period, 
OWCP will issue a determination on 
the question of whether a debt is owed 
to OWCP. If OWCP determines that a 
debt is owed by the beneficiary, it will 
forward a copy of that determination 
to the beneficiary and advise him or 
her that unless the debt is voluntarily 
repaid it will pursue collection of the 
overpayment through DOL’s debt col-
lection procedures found at 29 CFR 
part 20. 

§ 30.513 How are overpayments col-
lected? 

The overpaid individual shall refund 
to OWCP the amount of the overpay-
ment as soon as possible. The overpay-
ment is subject to the provisions of the 
Federal Claims Collection Act of 1966, 
as amended (31 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.), and 
may be reported to the Internal Rev-
enue Service as income. If the indi-
vidual fails to make such refund, 
OWCP may recover the same through 
any available means, including offset 
of salary, annuity benefits, or other 
Federal payments, including tax re-
funds as authorized by the Tax Refund 
Offset Program, or referral of the debt 
to a collection agency or to the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

Subpart G—Special Provisions 

REPRESENTATION 

§ 30.600 May a claimant designate a 
representative? 

(a) The claims process under this 
part is informal, and OWCP acts as an 
impartial evaluator of the evidence. A 
claimant need not be represented to 
file a claim or receive a payment. Nev-
ertheless, a claimant may appoint one 
individual to represent his or her inter-
ests, but the appointment must be in 
writing. 

(b) There can be only one representa-
tive at any one time, so after one rep-
resentative has been properly ap-
pointed, OWCP will not recognize an-
other individual as a representative 
until the claimant withdraws the au-
thorization of the first individual. In 
addition, OWCP will recognize only 
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